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Nuclear Victims and Survivores Remembrance Day
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[ First nuclear legacy conf- X

C | @ marshallislandsjournal.com/Journal_WF/7p=4221

HOME NEWS HOWTO ADVERTISE

=]
Fi rst nhuclear legacy conference

March 9, 2017 by Journal -

, b e
Clockwme rram left are Nuc ear Legacy
Conference speakers Tony Ton-Ton' deBrum
Kattil, Dr. Neal Palafox, Tony deBrum, Bill
Graham, Kenneth Kedi, Glenn Alcalay, Trudy
Peterson, and Emlyn Hughes. Photos: Hilary
Hosia.

Following the traditional annual program commemorating Muclear
Victims Remembrance Day at the Meto Court area in front of the
capitol building Wednesday morning, the RMI's first ever nuclear
legacy conference opened in the afternoon at the International

" Conference Center. The theme for the conference was “Charting a

Journey Toward Justice.”

After an invocation by the Reverend Enja Enos, Minister of Foreign
Affairs John Silk gave welcoming remarks during which he
explained that his involvement in dealing with the nuclear legacy
began in the 1980s when he worked for Micronesian Legal Services
Corporation assisting the people of Enewetak when they were
moved back to their atoll from Ujelang.

He said that his experiences at that time taught him that the nuclear weapons testing program had “forever altered

our culture.”

Minister Silk shared a personal perspective on the effects of the weapons testing that he has through his
grandchildren. Five of them are descendants of the group of Bikinians originally removed from their atoll in 1946 and
two are part Enewetakese. He described all of them as “children of the 21st century who are also orphans of the
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